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“Cutting Through the Fog of War”™

Albert Bigelow
Skipper of Golden Rule

Brief life of an ardent pacifist: 1906-1993
by Steven Slosberg
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ADDRESSING the Democratic National Convention in Charlotte, North Carolina, last September, Georgia congressman John Lewis
recalled his first visit to the city—in 1961, as one of the 13 original Freedom Riders. Their bus trip was planned by the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) as a journey from Washington, D.C., to New Orleans to test a 1960 Supreme Court ruling banning racial discrimination in
interstate public facilities. Just south of Charlotte, in Rock Hill, South Carolina, Lewis and his seatmate, Albert Bigelow *29, tried to enter
a white waiting room. “We were met by an angry mob that beat us and left us lying in a pool of blood,” said Lewis. “Some police officers
came up and asked us whether we wanted to press charges. We said no. We come in peace, love, and nonviolence.”

Lewis would later describe “Bert” Bigelow, born into a prominent Boston family steeped in Harvard connections, as “a big, rugged-look-
ing guy from New England who looked as if he belonged on a sailing ship a century ago.” And several years before he boarded that bus, Big-
elow had sailed, literally, into the annals of mid-twentieth-century nonviolent protest and political activism. In the spring of 1958, as skipper
of a 30-foot ketch, the Golden Rule, he and four other men tried twice to navigate into the Pacific nuclear-bomb testing grounds at Eniwetok
Atoll in the Marshall Islands to protest nuclear proliferation. Each time, the voyage was foiled by the U.S. Coast Guard and Bigelow was
eventually jailed for 60 days in Honolulu—but the attendant publicity provided him with a stage for his political views.

Bigelow explained the evolution of his activism in his 1959 book, The Voyage of the Golden Rule. “Later in World War II,” he wrote, “I
was Captain of the destroyer escort Dale W. Peterson—DE 337 —and I was on her bridge as we approached Pearl Harbor from San Diego
when the first news arrived of the explosion of the atomic bomb over Hiroshima. Although I had no way of understanding what an atom
bomb was I was absolutely awestruck, as I suppose all men were for a moment. Intuitively it was then that I realized for the first time that
morally war is impossible.”

Bigelow described himself as he entered the navy as having “an enormous latent desire to conform, to ‘go along.”” He had studied ar-
chitecture at MIT after Harvard and then worked at designing residences; he also helped design buildings for the 1939 New York World’s
Fair. Left a widower after a brief and tragic first marriage, he married Sylvia Weld, an actress, in 1931. After the war, he searched for “some
sort of unified life-philosophy or religion,” and eventually followed his wife in joining the Quakers, in 1954. A year later, with their own
two daughters grown, the Bigelows welcomed into their Greenwich, Connecticut, home two “Hiroshima Maidens,” young women who had
been injured and disfigured by the A-bomb blast and then brought to the United States for plastic surgery. Bigelow’s experience with the
two women, he wrote, “forced me to see that I had no choice but to make the commitment to live, as best I could, a life of nonviolence and
reconciliation.”

In 1956, before the presidential election, he sent $300 to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and mentioned his plan to write in King’s name for
president. In 1958, he became involved with an anti-nuclear-proliferation docudrama, Which Way the Wind, sponsored by the American
Friends Service Committee; he served as a producer and narrated performances after his Pacific expedition. One of the Golden Rule’s crew
members, James Peck *36, a union organizer, was also active in CORE projects and Bigelow later joined him in civil-rights causes, including
that first Freedom Ride. He also continued to speak out tirelessly against the arms race in print and at rallies at home and abroad. Reflecting
on his years of activism in 1964, he wrote, “I remain an optimist despite mounting evidence that, if we do not blow ourselves off the earth,

we shall soon eat ourselves off the earth.” (Vegetable gardening, he added, had become a “principal side interest.”)
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By the mid 1960s, his public activism quieted, though he still
railed in lectures and letters against nuclear proliferation. He sa-
vored sailing and a longtime love—painting (the Mystic Seaport
museum in Connecticut owns eight of his marine works)—and
stayed involved in community affairs, at one point as “the sole male
member of the [local] League of Women Voters.”

Although Bigelow’s prominence faded, his name and activism
live on, in commemorations of the Freedom Rides and through the
efforts of Veterans for Peace, a national organization of military
veterans committed to the cause of world peace. The group is far
along in its work to restore the Golden Rule (found derelict in a
small California shipyard) and ultimately sail it as both a symbol
and a classroom for instruction against the “manufacture and use of
nuclear weapons.” The project serves as a fitting legacy for a man
born to privilege who was jolted from complacency by the devasta-
tion wrought by war and committed himself to justice and peace.

“I sense that most of us feel overwhelmed by a disintegrating
world, seemingly beyond our control,” he wrote in his fiftieth an-
niversary class report. “...At the same time, we have the potential
to preserve and enhance our delicate, beautiful planet and create on
it a society of respect, sharing, and caring— where love will not be
considered a sign of weakness.”

Steven Slosberg worked as a journalist and columnist for three de-
cades. He lives in Stonington, Connecticut.

The Golden Rule Shall
Sail Again

by Arnold (Skip) Oliver on July 31, 2013

“What Golden Rule said was, ‘We are not telling you WHAT to
think, but we are saying, in the most dramatic way we can, that
there is a NEED to think.”” Albert S. Bigelow, The Voyage of the
Golden Rule, 1959.

Sailors dream of boats. We conjure up images about the craft
that is a thing of utter beauty, sails perfectly, and will carry us
to magical places. Some of these dreams are readily achievable,
while others are less realistic, if not downright quixotic. This is a
story about a sailboat dream that is right up Don Quixote’s alley.

Those of us who dream about the historic ketch Golden Rule
may be a bit less realistic than most. On the other hand, the Rule
has stirred the imaginations of people ranging far across space
and time—from Hiroshima to Connecticut, and the 1950s up to
the present. The boat is unusual, and her history even more so.

Lets start with the history. The Golden Rule was the very first of
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the environmental and peace vessels to go to sea. In 1958, a crew
of anti-nuclear weapons activists set sail aboard her in an attempt
to interpose themselves and the boat between the U.S. Government
and its atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons in the Marshall
Islands in the Pacific Ocean.

At that time both the U.S. and the Soviet Union were conducting
aboveground tests of very large nuclear weapons, which produced
readily detectable clouds of radioactive fallout that wafted around
the planet. Radiation contamination began to turn up in cows’ and
mothers’ milk. Public concern grew, and for the first time many
middle-class Americans began to wonder if their government knew
what it was doing.

In 1958, the Golden Rule sailed from San Pedro toward the U.S.
nuclear test zone at Eniwetok atoll in the Marshall Islands, but she
never made it that far. She was twice boarded by the U.S. Coast
Guard at Hawaii, and the crew were arrested, tried, and jailed in
Honolulu. But, far from being defeated, their example helped to
ignite a storm of world-wide public outrage against nuclear weap-
ons that resulted in the Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty of 1963,
and which has continued down to the present in the many organi-
zations still working to abolish weapons of mass destruction.

The example set by the Golden Rule and her crew was also the
inspiration for subsequent environmental and peace voyagers and
craft that followed in her wake including the Phoenix of Hiro-
shima, and later Greenpeace and the Sea Shepherds.

The 50-foot Colin Archer-style ketch Phoenix of Hiroshima,
whose owners met Albert S. Bigelow and his crew in Honolulu,
was the next boat to carry the mission forward. She sailed to the
Marshalls that same year and successfully entered the test zone in
protest. The horrors of nuclear war were issues close to the heart
of the Phoenix’s skipper, Dr. Earle L. Reynolds. He had been sent
to Hiroshima by the U.S. government after World War II to study
the effects of nuclear fallout on the growth and development of
surviving Japanese children, and was deeply affected by the ex-
perience.

The connection to the environmental organization Greenpeace
is direct. At a Vancouver meeting of activists in the late 1960s, Ma-
rie Bohlen, an American inspired by the Golden Rule’s exploits,
suggested a protest voyage toward the U.S. nuclear test site in the
Aleutian Islands. The rusty trawler Phyllis Cormack, renamed
Greenpeace for the protest, soon headed north and Greenpeace
was launched.

Just as importantly, the use of nonviolent direct action as a basic
guiding principle of the Golden Rule’s crew would also influence
future generations of activists. The seas of the world have never
been quite the same since.

It is in their memory of her crew, and the causes that they helped
to inspire, that the Veterans For Peace have vowed that the Golden

Rule shall again ride the waves of peace.
...continued on next page
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A former U.S. naval lieutenant commander, Bigelow was
among those most alarmed by nuclear weapons. In 1945, he had
had a moment of epiphany when he heard the news of the nucle-
ar destruction of Hiroshima. “It was then,” he recalled, “that 1
realized for the first time that morally war is impossible.” Later,
in the 1950s, he joined the Religious Society of Friends (Quak-
ers) and adopted their principles of nonviolence.

Bigelow had also been deeply affected by his family’s experi-
ence hosting several of the “Hiroshima Maidens,” women who
had come to the U.S. for medical treatment after being terribly
injured in the nuclear blasts over Japan in 1945. Bigelow firmly
believed that the nuclear arms race was nothing more than a
“race to extinction” that had to be stopped.

Deciding that action was called for, he and others joined the
National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy (SANE) in 1957.
At first, SANE went through normal channels, petitioning the
U.S. Government and requesting meetings with officials. When
that strategy brought no result, it was decided that more direct
action was called for. Thus was born the voyage of the Golden
Rule, and the age of the modern protest vessel.

In keeping with their Quaker beliefs, Bigelow and the others
came up with what was then a novel approach: they would sail
a small craft into the test zone in the Marshall Islands, risking
their own lives to do so. At the same time, they determined that
their protest would not be done in secret, but in the full light of
day; and that a basic principle of their actions should be the full-
est respect for the humanity of their opponents. In January of
1958, they wrote President Eisenhower of their plans.

“How do you reach men,” Bigelow wrote, “when all the horror
is in the fact that they feel no horror? It requires, we believe, the
kind of effort and sacrifice that we now undertake.”

It is easy to focus on Bigelow when describing the voyage of
the Golden Rule. He was, after all, the author of the book by that
name. But he would have been the first to point out that the other
crew members were noteworthy in their own right, and that was
indeed the case.

William Huntington was an architect, a Quaker, an interna-
tional aid official with the American Friends Service Committee,
and a Quaker representative to the United Nations. He had been
a conscientious objector during World War II and was an expe-
rienced sailor. George Willoughby was also a well-known peace
activist, a nonviolent war resister who seemed always to be at
the center of the action. He went on to co-found Peace Brigades
International and the Philadelphia-based Movement for a New
Society, dedicated to nonviolent social transformation.

At 28 years of age, Orion Sherwood was the youngest of the
Golden Rule’s crew, and the only Methodist. Prior to that, he

had been a teacher at a Friends school in Poughkeepsie, New
York. Known for his gentle disposition, he was also a graduate
engineer, and had studied for the ministry. After the voyage, he
returned to teaching at a Friends school in New Hampshire.

James Peck, although not a Quaker, had been a long-time prac-
titioner of nonviolent direct action, a conscientious objector in
World War 11, and a fierce advocate of racial equality. He fought
Sor civil rights for African Americans while in prison during the
war, and in the U.S. Navy and merchant marine. In 1938, he was
a founder of what would later become the National Maritime
Union. Peck joined the crew in Hawaii.

Both Peck and Bigelow later were among the original 13 Free-
dom Riders who in 1961 risked their lives to desegregate interstate
public transportation in the American South. Peck was savagely
beaten by a Ku Klux Klan mob, and Bigelow placed his own body
between a mob and John Lewis, absorbing some of the blows in-
tended for the man who would later become one of Georgia’s U.S.
representatives. Lewis recounted the story at the 2012 Democratic
National Convention. In 1961, “Albert Bigelow and I tried to en-
ter a white waiting room, we were met by an angry mob that beat
us and left us lying in a pool of blood. Some police officers came
up and asked us whether we wanted to press charges. We said,
‘No, we come in peace, love, and nonviolence.””

Bigelow appears to have been the only member of the Golden
Rule’s crew who later remained passionate about the sea and
sailing. Returning home to Cos Cob, Connecticut, he became a
painter along mostly nautical themes. A number of his works are
among the holdings of the Mystic Seaport Museum. He continued
to sail and teach the sport. In 1993, the Southern Massachusetts
Sailing Association established an award in his honor, to the ju-
nior sailor with an “enthusiasm for fair sailing.”

....continued on next page
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The Boat is Lost Then Found

The nonviolent action group sold Golden Rule in Hawaii late in
1958. Her whereabouts after that are somewhat unclear until she
later turned up in Eureka, California, in a state of bad neglect—so
much so that she finally sank in a storm in 2010. She was raised
from the depths by shipyard owner Leroy Zerlang.

Zerlang has had a lifelong love affair with Humboldt Bay’s his-
tory and its classic wooden boats. Among his many projects are the
local maritime museum, and its 100-year-old tour boat Madaket
which, built in 1910, is the last of the Humboldt ferries and the
oldest passenger vessel in continuous service in the United States.
Zerlang also takes in strays at the boatyard including dogs and
cats, a horse, Gilou the goat, and even the odd political scientist
(that would be me). He has a gruff exterior, beneath which lies
an equally gruff interior. Although not much of a peacenik, he is
coming around.

So given that background, it should hardly be surprising that
when the badly neglected Golden Rule sank in a storm in 2010
off Zerlang’s boatyard, he decided to raise her and find people
who would restore the boat to her former glory. After doing some
research on the boat’s background, he was startled to learn that
the Golden Rule had played an important role in the history of
the Cold War. He put some feelers out and was contacted by the
Smithsonian Institute, several historians, and finally by Veterans
For Peace.

Onedayin 2010, longtime Veterans For Peace activists (and non-
sailors) Fredy and Sherry Champagne wandered into the Zerlang
boatyard. They had heard something vague about a peace boat in
need of restoration at that location. Fredy swears that, when he
put his hand on her keel, the boat spoke to him, asking for another
life. Wandering over to a somewhat puzzled looking Zerlang (they
had never met), Fredy and Sherry asked whether he would provide
yard space and facilities if the Veterans For Peace did the restora-
tion. They shook hands on the spot, and thus began the revival of
the Golden Rule.

In an eerie coincidence, the Phoenix of Hiroshima was also dis-
covered sunk and neglected in California waters in 2010. She was
at the bottom of the Sacramento River, gutted and mastless, discov-
ered as a result of an ad on Craigslist (Free: 50-foot yacht!). The
Reynolds family and others are organizing an effort to raise and
restore the boat.

The Restorers
The Golden Rule restoration team is an eclectic mix of sailors,
shipwrights, historic boat lovers, and peaceniks.

The project’s master shipwright is David Peterson, widely ac-
knowledged to be the most talented wooden boat restorer on Hum-
boldt Bay. He advises boatwright Breckin Van Veldhuizen, a recent
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graduate of the Northwest School of Wooden Boatbuilding near
Port Townsend, Washington. Although a stranger to anti-nuclear
activism, she loves sailing and working with wood and boats. To
her, the three words that every woman should most want to hear
are, “Let’s go sailing!”’

The swizzle that stirs the Golden Rule Project cocktail is VFP
56 member, Navy veteran, Chuck DeWitt, the restoration coordi-
nator. DeWitt puts countless hours into making sure that the nec-
essary tools and supplies are available to the team working on the
boat. He is also involved in fundraising and publicity. Among his
other pursuits are volunteering for the Humboldt Baykeepers in
their efforts to preserve and protect coastal resources, and taking
part in a weekly Veterans For Peace vigil outside the Humboldt
County courthouse in Eureka on Friday evenings. He’s been do-
ing that for nearly ten years, having been outraged by the events
leading up to the 2003 U.S. invasion of Iraq.

Former high school all-American linebacker, Mike Gonzalez
of Trinidad began volunteering in mid-2012. As a talented wood
sculptor and sailor, he brings much-needed skills to the project.
If you ask him why he volunteers, he responds that he is a big
believer in “peace, love, and freedom,” and that to him sailing
and the Golden Rule embody all three. He dreams of sailing out
of Humboldt Bay on a new mission of peace.

The Golden Rule’s welding and metal fabricating are ably
handled by Dennis Thompson, a retiree from the military who
lives aboard Andromeda, a 44-foot steel-hulled sloop that he built
and welded by himself. Andromeda is docked at the city marina
in Eureka.

As of this writing (April 2012) the restoration is moving ahead
briskly. Volunteers and shipwrights are on the job almost daily.
The hull has been replanked and faired, coated with primer, and
is nearly ready for final painting. A new Yanmar diesel engine
has been purchased, and a new prop, shaft, and bearing box are
on-hand and ready to install. A new stainless-steel fuel tank has
been fabricated and installed. Fore and aft bulkheads are in, and
the cabin roof and decks are complete.

The wooden spars (main and mizzen mast, booms and gaffs)
are being built, and the rudder and tiller are being restored.
The interior is starting to go in, along with the electrical system.
Captain Zerlang is even building a small foundry to make a new
ship’s bell and other hardware. While much remains to be done,
tremendous progress has already been made.

There is a good chance that the re-launch of the restored Gold-
en Rule will take place in 2013. As date of the completion of the
restoration project approaches, the excitement at the boatyard is
palpable.

....continued on next page
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The Original Boat

The Golden Rule is a Hugh Angelman and Charles Davies-de-
signed Alpha-30 ketch. The hull was constructed in Costa Rica,
and the final build was by Les Marsh’s “Posami” company in San
Pedro around 1957. In his book, The Voyage of the Golden Rule,
Bigelow described the boat as a “character vessel,” with a “jaunty,
rakish look.” She is a ketch with a gaff-rigged main and masts
raked sharply aft. The engine was a 25-horsepower “Atomic 4,”
a name that gave rise to humorous consternation among the anti-
nuclear crew.

Like all sailboats, the Golden Rule design was the product of
compromises, with its particular limitations and flaws. Bigelow
noted that it had been built with coastal cruising in mind; and the
built-in ice chest, large cockpit, and sink were not ideal for blue
water passages. The long bowsprit added looks and character to the
boat, but entailed additional risk to the crew.

More seriously, the gaff-rigged mainsail could not be perma-
nently stayed aft, which resulted in a slack forestay and mediocre
sailing to windward. The rig’s design made it difficult to stay the
masts to the rear, and serious chafe issues were the result. Some-
how, during construction, limber holes had not been drilled in the
bilge frames, which meant that standing water became trapped,
and the boat could not be pumped dry. In spite of these issues, Big-

elow called the Golden Rule a “stout and able vessel” that served
them well.

The End of the Beginning

The restoration of historic sailing craft is new to Veterans For
Peace, and we are still working to get our minds around the idea.
But to this nonviolent group, the Golden Rule is such an impor-
tant symbol of resistance to war that we believe she is worthy of
preservation. Thus, the Golden Rule restoration was adopted as a
national project of Veterans For Peace in 2012.

With the able help of many volunteers and supporters, the goal
is to refloat the Golden Rule in 2013 and launch a ten-year voyage
in opposition to war and militarism, as well as to illuminate a key
chapter of American history.

After all, if one is going to dream of boats, why dream small?
Among other peace- and justice-oriented goals, part of the mission
of Veterans For Peace is to work to abolish war as an instrument
of U.S. national policy. For the Golden Rule Project, these two
dreams are irrefutably intertwined.

The website at VFPGoldenRuleProject.org has informa-
tion on where to donate, other items that are needed, and
updates on the progress of the restoration.

VETERANS END 80-DAY FAST
ON AUGUST 4 AT ALBANY
MOSQUE

Fasted in protest of EDtreatment of Guantanamo detainees,
in solidarity with those on hunger strike

Elliott Adams of Sharon Springs, New York, a Vietnham War
veteran who fasted for 80 days in solidarity with Guantanamo de-
tainees, ended his fast on Sunday, August 4 at the new section of
the Masjid As-Salam, 280 Central Ave., Albany (next door to 278
Central Ave., the masjid itself). Veteran Tarak Kauff of Woodstock,
who fasted for 58 days and also began his fast in solidarity with the
Guantanamo prisoners, also ended his fast at the masjid. Both men
ate an iftar meal with mosque members at sundown, around 8:15
p.m., in keeping with the observance of the holy month of Rama-
dan, during which observant Muslims fast from dawn to sundown.
Adams, a non-Muslim, and Kauff, who is Jewish, spoke beforehand
at 7:15 p.m. about their reasons for undertaking their fasts, and then
answered questions. Dr. Shamshad Ahmad, president of the Masjid
As-Salam, welcomed all who attended and spoke about the mean-
ing and traditions of Ramadan, which this year runs from July 8 to
August 7.

The media and public were invited to hear the men’s presentations
at 7:15 p.m. and then to enjoy the iftar meal with the Muslim com-
munity.

Adams, former mayor of Sharon Springs, former president of the
national organization Veterans for Peace, and a community activist,
has long advocated for closure of the prison camp at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba. He began fasting on May 17 because of his distress over
detainees who continue to be held at the prison without charges or
trial, and because of their treatment, saying that it goes against ev-
erything he fought for during his years in the military. He limited
himself to 300 calories and 3 liters of water a day.

Kauff serves on the board of directors of Veterans for Peace and is
one of the founders of War Crimes Times, the organization’s news-
paper. He is also one of the original members of Middle East Crisis
Response, a group of Hudson Valley residents who support human
rights for Palestinians and an end to the U.S.’s aggressive policies
in the Middle East. He began his liquid-only fast on June 7 and had
been consuming 300 calories a day.

Six other people in the U.S. are still fasting long-term in solidarity
with the Guantanamo prisoners and with prisoners at Pelican Bay
State Prison in California, who are on a hunger strike to protest con-
ditions there.
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About 10 peace activists in the area have chosen to support the
long-term fasters, particularly Adams, through a “rolling fast”: ei-
ther by fasting once a week for 24 hours or by fasting 24 hours at
intermittent times. They have also stood in solidarity with the in-
ternational movement to close Gitmo by gathering on six different
occasions in public demonstrations at various locations in the Capi-
tal District, most recently at the corner of Wolf Road and Central
Avenue in Colonie.

Among the 166 prisoners still being held at Guantanamo, 86 were
cleared for release over a year ago. Over 100 detainees, with no hope
of release in sight, began a hunger strike in February of this year; as
of this writing, 69 are still on strike, 45 are being force-fed, and 3 are
in the hospital. A recent video made by rapper and Hollywood star
Mos Def, who volunteered to be force-fed, shows how excruciating
the procedure is, and is considered torture by many human rights
groups. The British rights organization Reprieve has documented
the use of forcible cell extractions of those who refuse food, the use
of unnecessary force during the force-feeding process, a new regime
of invasive genital searches, and the use of solitary confinement to
control prisoners.

On July 23, on the eve of a Senate Judiciary subcommittee hearing
about Guantanamo, 26 of the nation’s most respected retired military
leaders submitted a letter urging members of the committee to sup-
port steps to close the facility.

The event at the Masjid As-Salam is supported and organized by
numerous peace and justice groups throughout the Capital District.
One of those groups, the Muslim Solidarity Committee, notes that
August 4 is the ninth anniversary of the arrests of Yassin Aref and
Mohammed Hossain in 2004, two Masjid As-Salam members who
were later convicted as the result of a phony FBI “terrorism” sting
based at the masjid, where Aref was imam. Both are serving 15-year
sentences in federal prison. Aref has recently submitted a new ap-
peal.

Syria Poll Finds Little American
Support For Air Strikes

Americans largely oppose any U.S. intervention in Syria’s civil
war, according to a new HuffPost/YouGov poll, with only a quarter
saying they support air strikes there.

The new poll, conducted after U.S. officials claimed Syria’s gov-
ernment killed thousands of civilians with chemical weapons, shows
25 percent of Americans now support air strikes to aid rebels in Syr-
ia, while 41 percent said they are opposed. Another 34 percent said
that they’re not sure.

Support for air strikes has risen since two previous HuffPost/You-
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Gov polls. A poll conducted in April found found that 16 percent
of Americans supported air strikes. A poll in June found 19 percent
supported air strikes.

A U.S. air attack against Syria appears more likely after Sec-
retary of State John Kerry said Monday that the U.S. believes a
chemical weapons attack in Damascus last week was carried out
by the Syrian government. NBC News reported Wednesday that
one senior U.S. official expects a strike “within days.”

The 59 percent of respondents who said they believe Syria has
used chemical weapons against rebels there were about evenly di-
vided on whether the U.S. should conduct air strikes, with 37 per-
cent in support and 38 percent opposed. Twenty-six percent were
unsure. The June HuffPost/YouGov poll found that a plurality of
those who believed Syria has used chemical weapons were op-
posed to air strikes, 49 percent to 29 percent.

Respondents to the latest poll were divided over whether the
U.S. has a responsibility to prevent the Syrian government from
using chemical weapons. Thirty-one percent said it does, 38 per-
cent said it does not, and 31 percent said that they were unsure.

Two other options for intervening in the Syrian conflict were
even less popular than air strikes. Sending U.S, troops to aid the
rebels was opposed by a 65 percent to 11 percent majority of re-
spondents, while providing weapons to rebels was opposed by a 49
percent to 13 percent plurality.

The White House said in June that it would begin sending arms
to some rebel groups.

Other recent polls have also shown little American appetite for
intervention. A recent Ipsos-Reuters poll found a 60 percent to 9
percent majority of Americans saying that the U.S. should not in-
tervene in the conflict, although that poll did not test support for
specific ways of intervening. In that poll, a 46 percent to 25 per-
cent plurality of respondents said that the U.S. shouldn’t intervene,
even if the Syrian government has used chemical weapons.

The HuffPost/YouGov poll was conducted Aug. 26 and Aug. 27
among 1,000 adults using a sample selected from YouGov’s opt-in
online panel to match the demographics and other characteristics
of the adult U.S. population. Factors considered include age, race,
gender, education, employment, income, marital status, number of
children, voter registration, time and location of Internet access,
interest in politics, religion and church attendance.

The Huffington Post has teamed up with YouGov to conduct
daily opinion polls. You can learn more about this project and
take part in YouGov’s nationally representative opinion polling.
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LANTERN CEREMONY, AUGUST 3RD AT RLOPP LAKE,

ARCATA., CA
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