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IN MEMORY OF OUR DEAR FRIEND 
DOUG SMITH 

On Sunday March 10th, in the first hours of daylight saving time, 
Doug Smith died after gracefully living with liver cancer for a year.  
Doug was one of eight children born to Lucy Lozinto, Dry Creek 
Pomo, and Steven Smith Jr., Bodega Miwok.  He was a member of 
the Dry Creek Rancheria Band of Pomo Indians.  Most of Doug’s 
younger years were spent in Sonoma County with extended family, 
camping at the coast to gather seaweed, surf fish and abalone, living 
on his parents’ ranch, and spending summers picking hops and fruit 
in California and Oregon.  He was drafted into the Army in 1964 
and served in Vietnam from 1965 to 1966.

Doug was a wonderful person – understated, completely modest, 
accepting of himself and others, and always pleased to help.  Pretty 
much everyone liked him.  He was competent in an incredible range 
of skills including:  woodworking, plumbing, electrical wiring, 
welding, blacksmithing, winery operation, fruit tree pruning, avion-
ics, and equipment operation and repair.  He loved seeing the world 
- enjoying good music, good food, art, good friends, and hiking. He 
had a wide variety of jobs – with Pan American Airways, Frey Win-
ery, the National Park Service and Mare Island Naval Shipyards.  

For Doug, life was about learning and working on projects; he had a tool for every purpose.  He was an avid reader of non-fiction.  
After retiring, he learned to tango, improved his golf game, spent time at his New River cabin, and continued to travel.  This last 
year, it was important for him to see old friends and places, so he and his wife Ann, went to Crater Lake, Salt Point State Park, the 
Pacific Northwest, the Port Townsend Wooden Boat Show and to New Mexico.    

Doug leaves behind his wife Ann King Smith, two spoiled cats, Ann’s two sisters Liza Goldblatt and Lee Nixon, three of his seven 
siblings:  Marcy DeLira, Kathleen Smith and Nancy Napolitan; his sisters in law:  Sally Smith, Pansy Smith, and Beverly Ortiz; 
fourteen nieces and nephews:  Donna Ferris, Steven Smith, Cyndee Smith, Verna Smith, Sandy Smith, Bruce Smith, Linda Johnson, 
Tinamarie Rojo, Sherrie Smith-Ferri, Steven DeLira, Lorna Smith, David DeLira, Mark Smith, and Francesca Napolitan; eighteen 
great nieces and nephews, several great great nieces and nephews, and many close friends in the Veterans For Peace Chapter 56.  
Family that died before Doug include three brothers (Steven Russell ‘Russ’ Smith, William ‘Bill’ Smith and Stanley Smith), a sister 
(Geraldine ‘June’ Dollar) and two nephews (Robert Herbst and John ‘John John’ Ferris).  We made it through this year with the 
support of family, our friends, Doug’s tango friends, and our Hupa family of George Blake and his children.  Hospice made the last 
two and a half months much easier, and our truly loyal friend Dr. Corinne Frugoni was with us every step of the way.    

Donations may be sent to Veterans For Peace, Chapter 56, P.O. Box 532, Bayside, CA  95524.  A gathering and 
lunch to honor Doug will be held at the Humboldt Unitarian Universalist Fellowship on April 5, 2013 at noon.  
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The Crucifixion of 
Tomas Young

By Chris Hedges

KANSAS CITY, Mo.—I flew to Kansas City last week to see 
Tomas Young. Young was paralyzed in Iraq in 2004. He is now re-
ceiving hospice care at his home. I knew him by reputation and the 
movie documentary “Body of War.” He was one of the first veterans 
to publicly oppose the war in Iraq. He fought as long and as hard as 
he could against the war that crippled him, until his physical dete-
rioration caught up with him.

“I had been toying with the idea of suicide for a long time because 
I had become helpless,” he told me in his small house on the Kan-
sas City outskirts where he intends to die. “I couldn’t dress myself. 
People have to help me with the most rudimentary of things. I de-
cided I did not want to go through life like that anymore. The pain, 
the frustration. …”

He stopped abruptly and called his wife. “Claudia, can I get some 
water?” She opened a bottle of water, took a swig so it would not 
spill when he sipped and handed it to him.

“I felt at the end of my rope,” the 33-year-old Army veteran went 
on. “I made the decision to go on hospice care, to stop feeding and 
fade away. This way, instead of committing the conventional sui-
cide and I am out of the picture, people have a way to stop by or call 
and say their goodbyes. I felt this was a fairer way to treat people 
than to just go out with a note. After the anoxic brain injury in 2008 
[a complication that Young suffered] I lost a lot of dexterity and 
strength in my upper body. So I wouldn’t be able to shoot myself or 
even open the pill bottle to give myself an overdose. The only way 
I could think of doing it was to have Claudia open the pill bottle for 
me, but I didn’t want her implicated.”

“After you made that decision how did you feel?” I asked.

 “I felt relieved,” he answered. “I finally saw an end to this four-
and-a-half-year fight. If I were in the same condition I was in during 
the filming of ‘Body of War,’ in a manual chair, able to feed and 
dress myself and transfer from my bed to the wheelchair, you and I 
would not be having this discussion. I can’t even watch the movie 
anymore because it makes me sad to see how I was, compared to 
how I am. … Viewing the deterioration, I decided it was best to go 
out now rather than regress more.”

Young will die for our sins. He will die for a war that should never 
have been fought. He will die for the lies of politicians. He will die 
for war profiteers. He will die for the careers of generals. He will 
die for a cheerleader press. He will die for a complacent public that 
made war possible. He bore all this upon his body. He was crucified. 

And there are hundreds of thousands of other crucified bodies like 
his in Baghdad and Kandahar and Peshawar and Walter Reed medi-
cal center. Mangled bodies and corpses, broken dreams, unending 
grief, betrayal, corporate profit, these are the true products of war. 
Tomas Young is the face of war they do not want you to see.

On April 4, 2004, Young was crammed into the back of a two-
and-a-half-ton Army truck with 20 other soldiers in Sadr City, Iraq. 
Insurgents opened fire on the truck from above. “It was like shoot-
ing ducks in a barrel,” he said. A bullet from an AK-47 severed his 
spinal column. A second bullet shattered his knee. At first he did not 
know he had been shot. He felt woozy. He tried to pick up his M16. 
He couldn’t lift his rifle from the truck bed. That was when he knew 
something was terribly wrong.

“I tried to say ‘I’m going to be paralyzed, someone shoot me right 
now,’ but there was only a hoarse whisper that came out because 
my lungs had collapsed,” he said. “I knew the damage. I wanted to 
be taken out of my misery.”

His squad leader, Staff Sgt. Robert Miltenberger, bent over and 
told him he would be all right. A few years later Young would see 
a clip of Miltenberger weeping as he recounted the story of how he 
had lied to Young.

“I tried to contact him,” said Young, whose long red hair and 
flowing beard make him look like a biblical prophet. “I can’t find 
him. I want to tell him it is OK.”

Young had been in Iraq five days. It was his first deployment. 
After being wounded he was sent to an Army hospital in Kuwait, 
and although his legs, now useless, lay straight in front of him he 
felt as if he was still sitting cross-legged on the floor of the truck. 
That sensation lasted for about three weeks. It was an odd and pain-
ful initiation into his life as a paraplegic. His body, from then on, 
would play tricks on him.

He was transferred from Kuwait to the U.S. military hospital at 
Landstuhl, Germany, and then to Walter Reed, in Washington, D.C. 
He asked if he could meet Ralph Nader, and Nader visited him in 
the hospital with Phil Donahue. Donahue, who had been fired by 
MSNBC a year earlier for speaking out against the war, would go 
on, with Ellen Spiro, to make the 2007 film “Body of War,” a bru-
tally honest account of Young’s daily struggle with his physical and 
emotional scars of war. In the documentary, he suffers dizzy spells 
that force him to lower his head into his hands. He wears frozen 
gel inserts in a cooling jacket because he cannot control his body 
temperature. He struggles to find a solution to his erectile dysfunc-
tion. He downs fistfuls of medications—carbamazepine, for nerve 
pain; coumadin, a blood thinner; tizanidine, an anti-spasm medi-
cation; gabapentin, another nerve pain medication, bupropion, an 
antidepressant; omeprazole, for morning nausea; and morphine. 
His mother has to insert a catheter into his penis. He joins Cindy 
Sheehan at Camp Casey in Crawford, Texas, to protest with Iraq 
Veterans Against the War. His first wife leaves him.
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Commons Room at 550 Union 
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more than welcome to come and 

help us dialogue about what we to-

gether can do to bring about peace 

in this complex world.
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“You know, you see a guy who’s paralyzed and in a wheelchair 
and you think he’s just in a wheelchair,” he says in “Body of War.” 
“You don’t think about the, you know, the stuff inside that’s para-
lyzed. I can’t cough because my stomach muscles are paralyzed, so 
I can’t work up the full coughing energy. I’m more susceptible to 
urinary tract infections, and there’s a great big erection sidebar to 
this whole story.”

In early March 2008 a blood clot in his right arm—the arm that 
bears a color tattoo of a character from Maurice Sendak’s “Where 
the Wild Things Are”—caused his arm to swell. He was taken to 
the Kansas City Veterans Affairs hospital, where he was given the 
blood thinner coumadin before being released. One month later, 
the VA took him off coumadin and soon afterward the clot migrated 
to one of his lungs. He suffered a massive pulmonary embolism 
and fell into a coma. When he awoke from the coma in the hospital 
he could barely speak. He had lost most of his upper-body mobility 
and short-term memory, and his speech was slurred significantly.

It was then that he began to experience debilitating pain in his 
abdomen. The hospital would not give him narcotics because such 
drugs slow digestion, making it harder for the bowels to function. 
Young could digest only soup and Jell-O. In November, in a des-
perate bid to halt the pain, he had his colon removed. He was fitted 
with a colostomy bag. The pain disappeared for a few days and 
then came roaring back. He could not hold down food, even pureed 
food, because his stomach opening had shrunk. The doctors dilated 
his stomach. He could eat only soup and oatmeal. Three weeks ago 
he had his stomach stretched again. And that was enough.

“I will go off the feeding [tube] after me and my wife’s anniver-
sary,” April 20, the date on which he married Claudia in 2012. “I 
was married once before. It didn’t end well. It was a non-amicable 
divorce. At first I thought I would [just] wait for my brother and 
his wife, my niece and my grandparents to visit me, but the one 
thing I will miss most in my life is my wife. I want to spend a 
little more time with her. I want to spend a full year with someone 
without the problems that plagued my previous [marriage]. I don’t 
know how long it will take when I stop eating. If it takes too long 
I may take steps to quicken my departure. I have saved a bottle of 
liquid morphine. I can down that at one time with all my sleeping 
medication.”

Young’s room is painted a midnight blue and has a large cutout 
of Batman on one wall. He loved the superhero as a child because 
“he was a regular person who had a horrible thing happen to him 
and wanted to save society.”

Young joined the Army immediately after 9/11 to go to Afghani-
stan and hunt down the people behind the attacks. He did not op-
pose the Afghanistan war. “In fact, if I had been injured in Af-
ghanistan, there would be no ‘Body of War’ movie to begin with,” 
he said. But he never understood the call to invade Iraq. “When 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor we didn’t invade China just 
because they looked the same,” he said.

He became increasingly depressed about his impending deploy-
ment to Iraq when he was in basic training at Fort Benning, Ga. He 
asked the battalion doctor for antidepressants. The doctor said he had 
to meet first with the unit’s chaplain, who told him, “I think you will 
be happier when you get over to Iraq and start killing Iraqis.”

“I was dumbstruck by his response,” Young said.

He has not decided what will be done with his ashes. He flirted 
with the idea of having them plowed into ground where marijuana 
would be planted but then wondered if anyone would want to smoke 
the crop. He knows there will be no clergy at the memorial service 
held after his death. “It will just be people reminiscing over my life,” 
he said.

“I spend a lot of time sitting here in my bedroom, watching TV or 
sleeping,” he said. “I have found—I don’t know if it is the result of 
my decision or not—[it is] equally hard to be alone or to be around 
people. This includes my wife. I am rarely happy. Maybe it is be-
cause when I am alone all I have with me are my thoughts, and my 
mind is a very hazardous place to go. When I am around people I feel 
as if I have to put on a facade of being the happy little soldier.”

He listens, when he is well enough, to audiobooks with Claudia. 
Among them have been Al Franken’s satirical book “Lies and the 
Lying Liars Who Tell Them” and Michael Moore’s “The Official 
Fahrenheit 9/11 Reader.” He was a voracious reader but can no lon-
ger turn the pages of a book. He finds some solace in the French 
film “The Intouchables,” about a paraplegic and his caregiver, and 
“The Sessions,” a film based on an essay by the paralyzed poet Mark 
O’Brien.

Young, when he was in a wheelchair, found that many people be-
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haved as if he was mentally disabled, or not even there. When he 
was being fitted for a tuxedo for a friend’s wedding the salesman 
turned to his mother and asked her in front of him whether he could 
wear the company’s shoes.

“I look at the TV through the lens of his eyes and can see he is 
invisible,” said Claudia, standing in the living room as her husband 
rested in the bedroom. An array of books on death, the afterlife and 
dying are spread out around her. “No one is sick [on television]. 
No one is disabled. No one faces death. Dying in America is a very 
lonely business.”

“If I had known then what I know now,” Young said, “I would not have 
gone into the military. But I was 22, working various menial jobs, waiting 
tables, [working] in the copy department of an OfficeMax. My life was 
going nowhere. Sept. 11 happened. I saw us being attacked. I wanted to 
respond. I signed up two days later. I wanted to be a combat journalist. 
I thought the military would help me out of my financial rut. I thought I 
could use the GI Bill to go to school.”

Young is not the first young man to be lured into war by the false sirens 
of glory and honor and then callously discarded by the war makers. His 
story has been told many times. It is the story of Hector in “The Iliad.” It 
is the story of Joe Bonham, the protagonist in Dalton Trumbo’s 1939 novel 
“Johnny Got His Gun,” whose arms, legs and face are blown away by an 
artillery shell, leaving him trapped in the inert remains of his body.

Bonham ruminates in the novel: “Inside me I’m screaming, nobody pays 
any attention. If I had arms, I could kill myself. If I had legs, I could run 
away. If I had a voice, I could talk and be some kind of company for myself. 
I could yell for help, but nobody would help me.”

For Young, the war, the wound, the paralysis, the wheelchair, the anti-
war demonstrations, the wife who left him and the one who didn’t, the em-
bolism, the loss of motor control, the slurred speech, the colostomy, the IV 
line for narcotics implanted in his chest, the open bed sores that expose his 
bones, the despair—the crushing despair—the decision to die, have come 
down to a girl. Aleksus, his only niece. She will not remember her uncle. 
But he lies in his dimly lit room, painkillers flowing into his broken body, 
and he thinks of her. He does not know exactly when he will die. But it 
must be before her second birthday, in June. He will not mar that day with 
his death.

And though he is an atheist, though he believes that there is nothing after 
death—that, as he says, “the body is like a toy that runs out of batteries, 
only there are no replacements”—his final act honors the promise of Alek-
sus’ life. As he spoke to me softly of this child—it hurts, even now, he said, 
to know she will grow up without him—I wondered, sitting next to him on 
his bed, if he saw it, the glory of it, his final bow not before the specter of 
his death but the sanctity of her life. The resurrection.

VFP 56 MEMBER STEPHEN SOTTONG OF
 EUREKA TO BE HONORED AS WINNER OF 

WORLDWIDE WRITING CONTEST
By Heidi Walters, Northcoast Journal

HOLLYWOOD - Twelve winning writers and twelve illustrators 
from around the globe-including Stephen Sottong of Eureka-will 
be honored during the 29th Annual L. Ron Hubbard Achievement 
Awards at the famed Wilshire Ebell Theatre, on Sunday, April 14th, 
2013 beginning at 6:30 pm.

Stephen Sottong was born and raised in the rust-belt town of Ko-
komo, Indiana. He was introduced to science fiction by his brother 
and sister. The first book he checked out of public library was Ben 
Bova’s Star Conquerors. From there, he made his way through 
as much of the library’s sci-fi collection as possible, reading the 
classic novels of the ‘50s and ‘60s from Heinlein, Asimov, Clarke, 
Brunner, Le Guin and others. He started writing at ten and contin-
ued sporadically throughout his working career but never did so in 
earnest until retirement. In the interim, Stephen repaired radios in 
the Navy and afterward in civilian life until he decided to upgrade 
his education.

After ten years of engineering and another stint in college, he 
became an engineering librarian for the rest of his working career. 
As an academic librarian, he wrote numerous dull, scholarly articles 
published in library journals. The possibility of early retirement of-
fered him the opportunity to return to his first love and write fiction 
full time. His short stories have been published in regional maga-
zines but Writers of the Future is his first national publication.

The highlight of the ceremony will be the announcement of the 
year’s two Grand Prize winners who will each receive $5,000. 
Quarterly winners also receive cash prizes from $1,000 to $500. 
Their winning stories and illustrations will appear in the annual 
anthology L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers and Illustrators of the 
Future, Volume 29 (Galaxy Press, 2013).

Participating in the ceremony will be best-selling authors Kevin 
J. Anderson (Dune prequels), Larry Niven (Ringworld), Jerry Pour-
nelle (A Mote in God’s Eye), Tim Powers (On Stranger Tides, which 
Pirates of the Caribbean IV was based on) and Robert Sawyer, re-
ferred to as Canada’s Dean of Science Fiction; as well as award 
winning artists Cliff Nielsen (Narnia book covers), Larry Elmore 
(Dungeons & Dragons book covers), Steven Hickman (over 400 
book covers), who will all serve as presenters.

Throughout the Contests’ 29-year history, over 650 writers 
and illustrators have been recognized as winners. “What’s amaz-
ing to me is that a good 60 to 70% of winners go on to success-
ful careers,” says New York Times’ best-selling author Ander-
son (Dune prequels, Seven Suns series). “You could call it ‘The 
American Idol’ for writers-long before there ever was such a show.”
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The Writers of the Future writing contest (www.writersofthefu-
ture.com) was initiated by L. Ron Hubbard in 1983 to provide a 
means for aspiring writers to get that much-needed break. Due to 
the success of the Writing Contest, the companion Illustrators of 
the Future Contest was created in 1988.

The intensive mentoring process has proven very successful. 
Past winners of the Writing Contest have published over 750 nov-
els, 3,500 short stories and winners of the Illustrating Contest have 
had their art published in more than 500 books and magazines, with 
4,500 illustrations, 350 comics and over 1.3 million art prints.

“The Writers and Illustrators of the Future Contests have proven 
to be the most effective means for contestants to make their break 
in the publishing industry, an industry renowned for being closed to 
the newcomer,” said Joni Labaqui, director of the contests. “Well over 
six million fiction and non-fiction manuscripts make the rounds 
annually to find a publishing home, yet only 2,500 new science 
fiction and fantasy titles are published each year, and many of these 
are from already established authors.

“That’s why these Contests were created - because it’s so hard to 
get published and there are so many talented people who give up 
on their dreams to see their works in print.”

SEX THE MAJOR REASON 
COMMANDERS ARE FIRED

By Lolita C. Bandor
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON -- Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sinclair, fired from his 
command in Afghanistan last May and now facing a court-martial 
on charges of sodomy, adultery and pornography and more, is just 
one in a long line of commanders whose careers were ended be-
cause of possible sexual misconduct.

Sex has proved to be the downfall of presidents, members of 
Congress and other notables. It’s also among the chief reasons that 
senior military officers are fired.

At least 30 percent of military commanders fired over the past 
eight years lost their jobs because of sexually related offenses, in-
cluding harassment, adultery, and improper relationships, accord-
ing to statistics compiled by The Associated Press.

The figures bear out growing concerns by Defense Department 
and military leaders over declining ethical values among U.S. forc-
es, and they highlight the pervasiveness of a problem that came 
into sharp relief because of the resignation of one of the Army’s 
most esteemed generals, David Petraeus, and the investigation of 
a second general, John Allen, the top U.S. commander in Afghani-
stan.

The statistics from all four military services show that adulterous 
affairs are more than a four-star foible. From sexual assault and 
harassment to pornography, drugs and drinking, ethical lapses are 
an escalating problem for the military’s leaders.

With all those offenses taken together, more than 4 in every 10 
commanders at the rank of lieutenant colonel or above who were 
fired fell as a result of behavioral stumbles since 2005.

The recent series of highly publicized cases led to a review of 
ethics training across the military. It also prompted Army Gen. 
Martin Dempsey, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to con-
clude that while training is adequate, it may need to start earlier in 
service members’ careers and be reinforced more frequently.

Still, officials struggle to explain why the problem has grown and 
they acknowledge that solving it is difficult and will take time.

“I think we’re on the path. I think the last two defense secretar-
ies have made this a very high priority and have very much held 
people accountable. But we’ve got a ways to go,” said Michele 
Flournoy, a former undersecretary of defense under President 
Barack Obama.

She said the military must enforce a “zero tolerance” policy and 
work to change the culture so service members are held account-
able and made to understand that their careers will be over if they 
commit or tolerate such offenses.

“The policy is in place,” she said. “I don’t know that it’s as even-
ly and fully enforced as intended.”

For top officers, the numbers are startling.

Eighteen generals and admirals, from one star to four stars, were 
fired in recent years, and 10 of them lost their jobs because of sex-
related offenses; two others were done in by alcohol-related prob-
lems.

The figures show that 255 commanders were fired since 2005, 
and that 78 of them were felled by sex-related offenses. A break-
down: 32 in the Army, 25 in the Navy, 11 in the Marine Corps and 
10 in the Air Force.

Alcohol and drug-related problems cost the jobs of 27 command-
ers - 11 in the Navy, eight in the Army, five in the Marine Corp(s 
and three in the Air Force.

“It’s troublesome,” said Rear Adm. John Kirby, the Navy’s top 
spokesman. “Navy leadership is taking a look at why personal con-
duct seems to be a growing reason for why commanding officers 
are losing their commands. We’re trying to get to the root causes. 
We don’t really fully understand it.”
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He and other military leaders agree that poor leadership, bad 
judgment, and ethical lapses, rather than operational failures, are 
growing factors in the firings. But Kirby said it’s not clear whether 
that has anything to do with the strains of the past 10 years at war or 
simply reflects deteriorating morals among the general population.

Defense Secretary Leon Panetta ordered the ethics review in No-
vember. He said that “when lapses occur, they have the potential 
to erode public confidence in our leadership and in our system for 
the enforcement of our high ethical standards. Worse, they can be 
detrimental to the execution of our mission to defend the American 
people.”

Anu Bhagwati, executive director of the Service Women’s Ac-
tion Network, said there is more focus on this issue now than ever 
in the past, but that there really is no sufficient deterrent in place. 
She said a major problem is that military commanders are respon-
sible for deciding what cases should move forward.

She said military lawyers, who are trained and have a greater 
appearance of impartiality, should make such an important legal 
decision.

The statistics gathered and analyzed by the AP represent a very 
conservative estimate of the problem. While the Army, Navy and 
Marine Corps provided details for all military commanders who 
were lieutenant colonels or commanders and above for 2005 until 
now, Air Force officials said they could only provide data for colo-
nels and above from 2008 until today.

Also, the figures reflect only officers who were in command po-
sitions. The numbers don’t include what could be hundreds of of-
ficers fired from other jobs, such as administrative or other military 
posts. Military officials said they only collect data on officers in 
command who are fired.

The reasons for the firings are also murky. In some cases, no 
reason was listed; in other cases, it was vague - such as “ethics” or 
“leadership” or for fostering a bad command climate.

There also are varying degrees of publicity when such action is 
taken.

In Sinclair’s case, the charges and impending court martial have 
received extensive coverage. The five pages of allegations, which 
involve his conduct with five women who were not his wife, in-
clude one count of forcible sodomy, two counts of wrongful sexual 
conduct, six counts of inappropriate sexual relationships, and eight 
counts of violating regulations. He could receive life in prison if 
convicted.

But in many other cases, particularly of those below the rank of 

general, there is little public notice if the senior officer is in the 
Army or Air Force. The Navy, however, issues a public statement 
every time a commander is removed from a job.

The figures also highlight the Navy’s reputation for being quick 
to justice. Although it is the second smallest of the four military 
services, the Navy has relieved the most commanders, 99, over the 
past eight years. By comparison, it was 83 for the Army, 41 for the 
Marines and 32 for the Air Force.

Dismissing a commander from a job does not mean that officer is 
forced out of the military. In some of the more serious cases, offi-
cers may be discharged or forced to resign. But in many other cases, 
service members may go on to another job for some time.

Still, a dismissal often signals the end of an officer’s career, and 
with no chance for promotion, officers will often retire or leave the 
service.

The Army is the largest of the military services, reaching a peak 
of about 570,000 active duty soldiers at the height of the Iraq war. It 
is supposed to cut 80,000 troops by 2017. The Marine Corps is the 
smallest service, with about 202,000 at its peak during the wars and 
is set to slim down to about 182,000. The Navy has about 322,000 
active duty forces and the Air Force has about 328,000.

The other reasons for dismissals by the services cover a broad 
range of offenses, from assault and drug and alcohol use to being a 
poor or abusive leader. There are also instances of fraud as well as 
a few cases where Navy officers commanding a ship have hit some-
thing, such as a buoy or another ship.

Four generals have lost their jobs in recent years as a result of 
public scandals. All were dismissed while Robert Gates was defense 
secretary:

-Gen. Michael Moseley, the Air Force Chief of Staff, was dis-
missed in 2008 for failing to address several nuclear-related mis-
haps by the service.

- Army Lt. Gen. Kevin Kiley and Army Maj. Gen. George Weight-
man were dismissed because of the poor outpatient treatment of 
wounded soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in 2007.

-Army Gen. Stanley McChrystal resigned after members of his 
staff made disparaging remarks about Obama’s national security 
team, including Vice President Joe Biden. A Pentagon investigation 
later cleared him of wrongdoing
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One person’s cast-off could be another person’s treasure. It could also provide $$ for school supplies for children in 
Afghanistan. I am looking for a few more silent auction/raffle items for my Glimmer of Hope Afghan School Project 
fundraiser. If you have something nice that you want to pass on to someone else we might be able to put it in the silent 
auction. Perhaps jewelry, a teapot, dishes, baskets, scarves, artwork. . .or a service you provide such as cooking a meal, 
massage, house cleaning, yard work, carpentry, farm share, music lessons. . .Send me a message if you have something 
you would like to contribute.  rosebuds@humboldt1.com

Peace, Judith
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If you would like to submit an article, opinion, comment or response to anything you have read which 
might interest the members of VFP-56, please e-mail it to turtldncer@aol.com, in word format, or 
mail to Jim Sorter at 1762 Buttermilk Lane, Arcata, CA 95521. Submissions will be included on a first 
come basis until the newsletter is full. Late arriving submissions will be archived for future issues.
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REST IN PEACE              	
DOUG. YOUR 
MANY FRIENDS 
WILL GREATLY 
   MISS YOUR 
 GENTLENESS 
        AND 
  KINDNESS

Doug while helping with the 
VFP56 food booth at Reggae On 
The River.


