WHAT  CAN  I  DO?

It is easy to believe that as individuals we are powerless to bring about change. But sometimes very small actions can have very BIG results. You can start with the following positive steps that won’t cost more than $10.00 and a couple of hours.
1. Make 10 copies of this brochure and give it to relatives and friends.
2. Mail 10 copies to acquantances who live some distance away.
3. Encourage those to whom you’ve given brochures to do the same.
4. Write letters to your governmental representatives (In the US: to your senators and your representative, and to your state governor. In the UK: to your PM and MP), and to your local newspapers decrying the use of DU weapons and commercial products.
We must first create a public awareness of the risks to human health and the environment posed by DU. Only then can we succeed in convincing Congress and Parliament to place a ban on DU weapons and on commercial uses of DU.

Contributions to support our world-wide effort to bring about a ban on DU weapons may be made to IDUST, PO Box 345, Saguache, Colorado, 81149 USA.

This brochure was produced by IDUST:

www.idust.net;  info@idust.net.
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Today’s  Agent  Orange
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During the Vietnam War, the US military continued to use Agent Orange long after it was proven to be chemically toxic and carcinogenic, while maintaining that it was perfectly harmless to humans.
Today, the US military continues to use Depleted Uranium weapons, in spite of growing evidence that points to its devastating effects on the soldiers that use it and on civilian populations. It was first used in Iraq in 1991 and has been used by US, UK and NATO forces in Bosnia, Serbia and Kosovo, possibly in Afghanistan, and again in Iraq in 2003.
Photo:  The US Air Force A-10 Thunderbolt II “Warthog” – Principal “delivery system” for 30mm DU rounds via nose-mounted GAU-8A seven-barrel Gatling canon capable of firing up to 4200 rounds/min.

What does the Army say about DU? 
· DU is harmful only if a soldier has an embedded fragment from “friendly fire”.

Why does the Army insist on using DU weapons?

· DU is 1.7  times denser than lead. When a shell made of DU strikes a hard target ( like a tank or bunker) it will create more damage.
· On impact, the DU bursts into flame with 3000(F to 5000(F heat, causing it to melt through steel armor and create a conflagration inside the target.
· DU, being an over-abundant waste product from the nuclear industry, is available in large quantities as uranium hexafluoride and is extremely cheap.
What are the facts relating to Depleted Uranium?

· DU is radioactive, being about 60% as radioactive as purified natural uranium.

· DU has a half life of 4.5 Billion years, meaning that for  every 10 pounds of DU dispersed into the environment today, 5 pounds will still be here when the earth is engulfed by the sun.

· DU and its decay products release alpha, beta and gamma radiation.

· DU is a heavy metal, with a chemical toxicity similar to lead and chromium.

· When DU burns, it forms extremely fine, smoke-like particles of ceramic DU-oxide that are readily carried by wind and distributed throughout the environment.

· Smoke-like particles of ceramic DU-oxide are nearly insoluble and are so small that they are easily inhaled into the lung’s deepest recesses where they become permanently lodged, continuously radiating and poisoning the surrounding tissues for decades.
· It is widely accepted in the scientific and medical communities that tissue exposure to even a single alpha particle can initiate cancer, yet one milligram of DU-oxide (almost too small to see without a microscope) emits 450 million alpha particles, 900 million beta particles and 900 million gamma rays every year. It is illogical and unreasonable to assume that  DU or DU-oxide particles residing in the lungs would not ultimately have very serious health consequences.
What have been the consequences of the Army’s use of DU weapons?

· Over 220,000 of the 750,000 US troops deployed to Iraq in 1991, where DU was first used, have applied for disability benefits, many for “Gulf War Syndrome”. Many of these are reporting maladies that are classic symptoms of radiation poisoning.
· Gulf War Syndrome maladies have been reported by British and Italian troops that have been deployed to DU contaminated areas such as Iraq, Bosnia and Kosovo.
· Veterans returning from the 2003 invasion of Iraq are beginning to report Gulf War Syndrome symptoms; some have tested positive for DU at an independent laboratory.
· Studies have shown that children born to veterans of the 1991 Gulf War are 50% more likely than normal to have severe birth defects.

· Hospitals in and around Basra, Iraq, have witnessed a ten-fold increase in childhood leukemia since 1991 along with an increase in the frequency of other unusual cancers.

· Occurrences of unusual and severe birth defects in southern Iraq have increased since 1991.

· Unsubstantiated reports are beginning to emerge of increased cancer rates, childhood leukemia and rising levels of unusual birth defects in villages in western Iran downwind of where DU was used heavily in the 1991 war, and in villages in Afghanistan near where so-called “bunker buster” bombs were used against Al-Qaeda strongholds.
· Environmental contamination from DU testing at dozens of locations within the U.S. and around the world is threatening water quality and health of individuals living near these testing sites and DU manufacturing facilities.
Is DU being used in any commercial products outside of the military?
· DU has long been used as ballast for wing flaps in aircraft and missiles.

· DU is used in oil drilling bits.

· DU has been mixed with concrete for highway and building construction.

· The EPA is planning to reclassify DU so that it can ultimately be disposed of in non-regulated land-fills or sold commercially to be mixed with steel where it can then be used in about any commercial product you can think of, including cars, bicycles, strollers, braces, toys, appliances, kitchen utensils, etc. etc. Imagine the day when we must carry a radiation detector to the store to make sure that our planned purchases are not radioactive!

Find more information on Depleted Uranium, at the following websites: 

· IDUST: International Depleted Uranium Study Team:    www.idust.net
· ICBUW: International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons:   www.bandepleteduranium.org
· CADU: Campaign Against Depleted Uranium: www.cadu.org.uk
· Stop DU Campaign:  www.stopdu.org
· MTP: Military Toxics Project:  www.miltoxproj.org/DU
· WISE Uranium Project: www.antenna.nl/wise/uranium
· UMRC: Uranium Medical Research Center: www.umrc.net
IDUST is a founding member and supporter of ICBUW, the International Coalition to Ban Uranium Weapons, www.bandepleteduranium.org. 
This brochure can be obtained on request as a Microsoft Word “.doc” email attachment from info@idust.net.

